
 We didn't need the watering can!

  It may be approaching winter, but there's still work to be done in the 
gardens around town. Read the full story of one rainy gardening morning 
on Jenny's blog.

Jenny, Shirley,  Sam and Peter

Growing and campaigning for local food. This 
is our November/December 2014 bulletin. Do 
forward to a friend.  To subscribe email 
incredibletodnewsletter+subscribe@googlegrou
ps.com
Any queries about the newsletter: 
pennya@fsmail.net
(Archive of past newsletters here)

If you are interested in finding out what the community group is up 
to or joining in with gardening in the town centre, come and join us:

Meetings & Planting Days 
The Community group meeting is every third Sunday of the month at 
12pm
Town centre planting days 
First Sunday of every month 2-4pm. 
Third Sunday of the month 10am to 12. 
All start at Todmorden Unitarian. Sorry but there’s no parking at the 
church. 

Our Sunday afternoon gardening on 7th December (1st Sunday) is the last
session until we start again in the new year on the morning of January 
18th for our 3rd Sunday gardening.

Jenny starts: We did bring 
one along, but a watering 
can was certainly not 
required this morning when 
a group of stalwart 
incredible volunteers 
replanted the bed beside 
Library Lock. 

This bed is part of the 
Green Route and is 
particularly aimed at 
supporting the bees and 
other pollinators so vital for
our growing. The original 
plants suffered a great deal 
when the bed was shuttered 
off from all light when the 
Library roof was being 
repaired so replanting was 
called for.

It started off dry but by 
10.30 the rain had started to
fall and just did not stop – 
but neither did our 
volunteers. 

This is the last newsletter of the year so we wish all our readers best wishes for the festive season and 
a happy new year. The next newsletter will be sent out towards the end of January.
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From Pam's blog.

This is a link really worth reading.
It calls on each and every one of us, in times of crisis, and here they are discussing the global 
environmental crisis, to stand up and be counted. as they put it ‘go down to the forum’.
That, in or own, and many varied ways, is what IE is all about.
When we see danger to those around us, when we know things need to change, there is no where else 
to start but with ourselves. Ultimately, we are our greatest means of leverage for a better, kinder 
future, because, if we have the will, making the change ourselves, is our piece of the jigsaw to change
the picture of the future. We have seen it time and time again. Small acts of kindness, community 
actions that go out there and demonstrate a different proposition. The sense of not being powerless 
starts with that first step. It really has proved to be as simple as that.
And from that we have learned to believe in the power of small actions. And from those small actions
we can see some of the simple things that could change to help even more people be part of the 
solution to a happy, healthy, dare I say, less money fixated future. 

Curtailment is the action. Community is the context

Post-Conference Reflections: Going Down to the Forum

We have seen the effect land planted with food around our health centres has made. People tasting what 
the professionals bang on about in their multi million pound campaigns. Local fruit, herbs or 
vegetables. Inspiring those who pass to and fro to start to grow at home. One day we may get some far 
seeing doctors to embrace what we have started , and turn their spaces into kitchens or their out 
buildings into potting sheds.
We have seen how much spare public land we have about which in times of crisis past , grew food. 
What on earth are we thinking of ,not using that now? 
And so it goes. For each of these examples, there are local problems to be tackled. But it’s not rocket 
science. We have active senior citizens with skills. We have imaginative and resourceful young people 
who can see what’s round the corner for them. 
We are all community leaders in our own way. We don’t need permission nor buckets full of dosh.
We just need to start with that first step, get out and do something ourselves. Our own small gift for a 
kinder future.  

For more information, click here.
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The Incredible conference Cergy France

What's going on in Gaza

Well knock me down with a feather. Who 
would Adam and Eve it?
A worldwide net work run by volunteers 
covering 400 projects in France and many 
across the world. How have they 
collaborated so efficiently?
I came to France to participate in the 
conference in Cergy one day for France one 
day for the rest of the world project news. I 
had no idea what would be the outcome. 

First I met with the movements movers and 
shakers in a house belonging to Mark, 
squeezed into the book lined front room, we 
talked about dreams and directions, what 
became clear is these comrades live hundreds
of miles from each other, yet had 
collaborated together to arrange the 
conference, feed and welcome the guests and
co-ordinate the event. 

Meeting and greeting

700 Incredible cities

And this:

Lots of us in the room had leaky eyes when the beautiful 
woman talked about Palestine, the room willed the speaker to 
continue talking through her own tears, could it really be true 
that building keyhole gardens and growing and sharing food 
can contribute to peace, of course it can, to do nothing is the 
problem, the power of small actions will make a difference 

and this:

Out side of the venue a local man towed a huge recycled up 
cycled composting wonder, he built it to share knowledge 
about composting with young children.

The wonder of composting

The end of Mary's post.....

Two things you must know 
1. Pierre Rabhi is a kind of gardener / philosopher who is 
very important in France and it’s clear that they love him .
2. Permaculture is very important to the French, very, very, 
very.

Got the Archers on in our Paris Garret so have to stop.

There's lots more to read. See Mary's blog.

A report from Mary on this conference in 
France, which fits so neatly with Pam's 
blog...and seems the perfect way to finish 
the old year and plan and dream of the new
one.
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That's it for now. Do stay in touch. Email us at estelle@incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk or phone
on 01706 815407. We'll be back with our next edition at the end of January. 

 Some December events and a job opportunity
Saturday Dec 6th: 12 noon till 3pm : It's kidsfest 
time in Todmorden's glorious Town Hall. Once again a 
top team of local elves have created a another wonderful 
chance for kids of All ages to create something sparkly for
Christmas.
Hungry folk do not worry , downstairs the crack team 
from St Mary's food bank will be serving refreshments.

In the evening: Lamplighter Festival in Todmorden. 
Lantern Parade at 6pm
Fire shows, illuminated installations & street 
performances 7-9pm

Organic Food in Permanent Culture

Calder Valley Organic Gardeners Monthly Meeting 
takes place at the Good Shepherd Centre, Royal Fold,
Mytholmroyd on Thursday 4th December at 7.30pm
when there will be a talk on Organic Food in a 
Permanent Culture by Phil Dewhirst, Offshoots 
Project Manager at Towneley Hall, Burnley.

Entry is £2.00 for non-members. Further information 
can be found at www.cvog.org or by phoning 01422 
846173.

Job Opportunity

Straw Works who create incredible straw bale 
buildings have a vacancy for an office co-
ordinator, could you be the person they need? 

Straw Works is a strawbale building company. 
We run courses for people interested in natural 
building, we consult, we design and we build.

Our current office co-ordinator is moving on 
after a number of years with us. We’re so sorry 
to lose her and we’re looking to replace her 
with someone equally skilled hard working and
interested in natural building.

For more details and how to apply visit Straw 
Works.

Closing date: 12th December

Job Opportunity at Straw Works
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