
 

 

 

 

Welcome, from the original Incredible Edible community, growing since 2008, if you eat, you’re in!” 

SUMMER SUMMARY NEWSLETTER 2015 

By Joe Trochan 

 

Hello and welcome to Incredible Edible Todmorden’s newsle�er for autumn 

2015!  With the summer almost spent and the next equinox approaching 

us, I think it’s a great (me to take stock of what the 2015 harvest may bring. 

My name is Joe Trochan and I will be doing my best to help keep the news-

le�er fires burning throughout the rest of the year. Thanks to James and the 

rest of those who carried the torch of our newsle�er this far. You’ve set a 

high standard. It’s an honour to par(cipate and live in the original Incredi-

ble Edible community with the original founders, Mary, Pam, Nick, Estelle,  

and all the original volunteers here in Todmorden, on so worthy and awe-

some a journey. So much has happened since the last IET newsle�er of 

May, so let’s take a moment to catch up and bring ourselves up to date.  



JUNE Our dear friend Richard “the Fork” Swaine died peacefully on 

9th June at the Millreed Lodge Nursing Home. 

 

They say a picture is worth a thousand words and Richard’s contribu-

(on and love toward IET would take a thousand pictures. His 

memory con(nues to inspire us all. Richard was one of the original 

volunteers in IET’s neighbourly growing projects. As a result of IET 

volunteers like Richard, a posi(ve enabling momentum is being ex-

ported from Todmorden, to the rest of the world. Estelle points us 

toward this excellent example of how selfless volunteer work in our 

town centre, like Richard’s, does help shape our world. The Yorkshire 

Times has a great ar(cle about a new BA honours degree in food en-

trepreneurship being launched at the Hollings facility at Manchester 

University. 

  

Quo(ng the ar(cle, “West Yorkshire's famous Incredible Edible 

movement based in Todmorden is helping to fuel the Northern Pow-

er House by teaming up with Manchester Metropolitan University's 

brand new Food Business Entrepreneurship BA (Hons) degree at the 

Hollings Faculty.”  



JULY Isn’t it true that we all have those memories of a special sum-

mer, usually revolving around an event that shaped our future; teach-

ing us a lesson we would carry with us forever. For a lot of us that in-

cluded volunteering as a way of giving back to our community. Today 

it’s commonly referred to as “paying forward”. Well this past July a 

very “Incredible Ac(ons” aware group of young people inspired by the 

IET spirit and specifically, words by IET’s co-founder, Pam Warhurst, 

when she says “it is cri�cal to make our first point of contact 

accessible, inclusive and enabling”. They took the Incredible 

ini(a(ve to share a world building experience by coming together to 

design and create something very common, a garden bench, in a very 

special way. 

  

Again it’s a perfect example of how a group of people, determined to 

make a difference, can impact the world. The link below tells the story 

of how they interpret The Common Bench. www.wecoexist.co.uk

 



AUGUST Ancient wisdom tells us that when it comes to changing how 

people think, our family and friends will always be the last to be swayed. It’s 

been no different here in Todmorden. This month, however, celebrates the 

fact that more and more local people are taking the Incredible Edible Tod-

morden tours. 

  

Each year sees an increase in the amount of tourism Incredible Edible brings 

to Todmorden and Calder valley. Literally hundreds of people, including 

Prince Charles and others of note, from all over the world, have visited IET 

over the last seven years, bringing their curiosity and spending their money 

with the local merchants. The stats are impressive, with steady growth and 

hundreds more internet hits every day, the momentum is growing. It’s not 

just foreign interest any longer though! As the pictures show, savvy north-

erners, while standing and wai(ng for a train, can pass (me relaxing with a 

li�le weeding or harves(ng at the IET beds surrounding public areas like Tod 

train sta(on. It has to make you feel good to get involved in something so 

natural and wholesome with your spare (me. 

 

 



SEPTEMBER   So, you fancy yourself as a bush person? And you think 

folks would fight over your tasty homemade pies? Well just in case you 

wanted to prove it or just brush up on those pioneer skills, here are three 

September upcoming events you and your family  won’t want to miss. 

 

I’m sure there will be ample opportunity to show off your craEs. 

In the mean (me between now and our next newsle�er why not come 

along and meet IET’s incredible group of volunteers? It’s a refreshing way to 

-spend the day with people who share a love for their community. If you 

would like to help out now and then do come along to one of our growing 

Sundays, they are the first Sunday of every month from 2pm to 4 and the 

third Sunday of every month from 10 am to 12, or email estelle@incredible-

edible-todmorden.co.uk. Don’t worry about being green fingered there are 

all kinds of things you can help with. 

Pop along one Sun- day and say hello.  

 



This autumn we are hoping to refurb and upgrade some of the town centre 

beds to make them more produc(ve, be�er to look at and easier to pick 

from.  

 

We want our beds to look good every day, not just for tours or judging days; 

they are aEer all for everyone in Tod to enjoy, so we are going to try even 

harder to achieve this, and we’d love sharing it with you. 

 
Growing and campaigning for local food. Do forward to friends!  

For newsle�er inquires please contact joetrochan@gmail.com 

To subscribe email incredibletodnewsle�er+subscribe@googlegroups.com  


