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The aim of this mini report, which should be viewed alongside its sister publication 

Calderdale Vital Signs, aims to inform the development of community philanthropy.  

We also hope it will encourage people to engage in conversation with us about the issues 

raised in the report.  

 

 

 



Report Grades  

A Excellent – our community is doing great.  

B We’re doing well and heading in the right direction.  

C Some progress is being made, but not quickly enough.  

D Of concern; we need to focus on this. 

E In dire need of immediate corrective action.  

 

Community Consultation  

A key part of the Vital Signs process is to ask local people for  

their views about where they live. An online survey was sent to 

community groups and individuals for their comments and the  

Halifax Courier kindly published the survey in the newspaper and 

Online. One-to-one interviews with key community figures were  

also conducted, and many of the responses are highlighted  

throughout the report.  We have filtered the responses from people 

 living in Todmorden for this mini report.  

 

Data Analysis  

Data analysis was undertaken by Community Foundation for  

Calderdale in partnership with Huddersfield University, the  

statistical data presented was  analysed by Dr Serena McCuskey. 

 Using Place Analytics software from Grant Thornton Ltd, data 

 was also gathered from other sources.  

 

 

 

 

 

Key  
Demographics  
 
 

12,324 
Residential 
Population. 
(mid-2013 estimate) 
 
 

6,019 
Males.  

 
6,305 
Females. 

 
2.94 
Population 
Density: Persons 
per Hectare. 
 

4196.98 
Land Area: 
Hectares. 
 
8.2%  
of the population 
of Todmorden are 
from an ethnic 
minority group. 
 

12.1%  

of households 
comprise a lone 

pensioner. 



Vital Issues Todmorden  

Long term unemployment is a significant problem for Todmorden the proportion of all 

unemployed people in Todmorden who have been unemployed for over five year is 3.11% 

higher than the national average and 3.47% higher than the West Yorkshire average. Long 

term unemployment of over 1 year is also higher in Todmorden by 6.23% 

During the investigation in to strong communities we establish that The ‘Well-being 

Evaluation’ funded by the Cabinet Office and Big Lottery found that volunteering activities 

which supported health improvements, people with disabilities and sport or exercise were 

deemed key aspects of promoting and assisting individual well-being. Of the 833 people who 

registered to volunteer in Calderdale last year, only 60 potential volunteers from Todmorden 

were registered with Sector Support Calderdale.  

Housing across Calderdale is an issue however the indicators for Todmorden point to a 

significant issue, for example the average household income was £24,300 for Todmorden, 

which is £2,600 less than the Calderdale average, this makes the average house in 

Todmorden 5.6 times the higher than the typical income, pointing to an affordability issue. 

This is likely to be the reason that Todmorden has 3.16% fewer owner occupiers than 

national average. 

Furthermore the report shows issues with the housing stock in the area, as 6.46% of homes 

do not have central heating, this is 3.82% higher than the national average.   

In Todmorden the proportion of students gaining 5+ GCSEs (A*-C) is 61.14, this is below the 

Calderdale average by 8.3%, it is also below the national average by 2.66%. It should be 

investigated to find out if there is a link between poor G.C.S.E attainment and the proportion 

of the population aged 16-24 who are claiming at least one benefit being 4.02% higher in 

Todmorden than the England average. 

Todmorden has a higher IMD score for deprivation than the Calderdale average by 12.84, 

and it is estimated that after housing costs are taken into account 27.67% of children in 

Todmorden are living in poverty this is defined as living in a household with an income of 

less than 60% of the median income.  31.7% of households have a household income of 

less than £15,000, which is higher than Calderdale (28.7%) 

Todmorden has the highest score of all the Calderdale wards for day to day activities limited 

at lot. The difference between the lowest scoring ward and Todmorden is 3.25%. Further to 

this 21.0% of Todmorden residents have a long term health condition or disability which is 

significantly higher than Calderdale overall (18.0%). 

Todmorden has a significantly higher all-cause mortality rate compared to Calderdale overall 

(706 deaths per 100,000 compared to 615 per 100,000) 12.1% of households comprise a 

lone pensioner, which is similar to Calderdale however overall Todmorden has a higher 

excess winter deaths ratio than Calderdale overall (33.6 compared to 28.8). 

 

 

 



Todmorden profile  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Labour Market  

The proportion of all unemployed people in Todmorden who have been unemployed for over 

five year is 3.11% higher than the national average and 3.47% higher than the West 

Yorkshire average.  

 

The proportion of all unemployed people in Todmorden who have been unemployed for over 

1 year is also higher in Todmorden by 6.23% than the GB average.  
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The proportion of the population aged 16-24 who are claiming at least one benefit is 4.02% 

higher than the England average. 

 

 

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate work- for example, employment, quality of work and wages, 

unemployment rate etc in Todmorden? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Strong Communities  

67.54% of people in Todmorden turned out for local elections.  

Last year there were 319 cases anti-social behaviour this is the most common type of crime 

in Todmorden.   

60 potential volunteers from Todmorden were registered with Sector Support Calderdale last 

year.  This equates to about 7% of the people seen by the organisation.  

 

 

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate strong communities- for example, volunteering opportunities, people 

living in poverty, turn out for local elections, the ability for local residents to have meaningful 

input in community decision making etc  

 

 

 



Housing  

Todmorden has a 3.58% higher percentage of people renting privately than the national 

average.  Todmorden also has 3.16% fewer owner occupiers than national average.   

 

 



Todmorden along with three other wards in Calderdale have double the amount of homes 

with no central heating than the national average.  

 

The percentage of households that are unoccupied has reduced significantly from 17.0% in 

2001 to 5.8% in 2011, though this is still significantly higher than Calderdale overall where 

4.0% of household are unoccupied 

 

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate housing and homelessness-for example, housing affordability, rental 

vacancies and rates, level of homelessness etc? 

 



Education and skills  

In Todmorden the proportion of students gaining 5+ GCSEs (A*-C) is 61.14, this is below the 

Calderdale average by 8.3%, it is also below the national average by 2.66%.  

 

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate education and skills- for example the provision of primary, secondary 

and further education, lifelong learning opportunities etc? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Safety  

When comparing Todmorden to its neighbouring ward Calder, It is clear that Todmorden has 

significantly higher crime levels.    

Todmorden had double the amount of violent crimes committed (Oct 2014-Sept 2015) than 

Calder.  

Todmorden has a 42.2% higher recording of Anti-social behaviour crimes than Calder. 

 

 

 

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate safety- for example, level of violent crime, visibility of policing, your 

own perception of security, property crime etc? 

 



Disadvantage 

Todmorden has a high rate of people giving unpaid care compared to other wards in 

Calderdale, with a score of 93.7. Compared to Skircoat which has the least amount of 

unpaid care hours the difference is 11.78.  

 

 Todmorden has a higher score for deprivation than the Calderdale average by 12.84.  

 

 



It is estimated that after housing costs are taken into account 27.67% of children in 

Todmorden are living in poverty this is defined as living in a household with an income of 

less than 60% of the median income. 

ONS CODE  Percentage of children 
in poverty Ward  

Before housing 
costs  

After housing 
costs  

E05001385 Todmorden  17.65% 27.76% 

Source ONS  

Income deprivation  

The median household income was £24,300, which is £2,600 less than the Calderdale 

average. 

31.7% of households have a household income of less than £15,000, which is higher than 

Calderdale (28.7%) 

25.4% of households claim council tax benefit and 20.5% claim housing benefit, both of 

which are significantly higher than the rates for Calderdale as a whole.  

Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate disadvantage and exclusion for example, income distribution, cost of 

living, levels of poverty etc? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Todmorden Health  

The Health Deprivation and Disability Domain measure the risk of premature death and the 

impairment of quality of life through poor physical or mental health. The domain measures 

morbidity, disability and premature mortality but not aspects of behaviour or environment that 

may be predictive of future health deprivation. It is clear from the heat map below that 

Todmorden is in the 0.48 to 2.73 score, this indicates serious health and disability 

deprivation in this Ward.  Todmorden is one of only four Wards in Calderdale scoring this 

highly.  

 

Todmorden health score is 79.45 this is 26.99 lower than the Calderdale health score.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Todmorden health profile.  

The health profile for Calderdale reveles high levels of bad health, low levels of good health 

and high levels of day to day activities limited a lot. Although there are also high levels of fair 

health reported.  

 

Todmorden has the highest score of all the Calderdale wards for day to day activites limited 

at lot. The difference between the lowest scoring ward and Todmorden is 3.25%.  

 



Further to this 21.0% of Todmorden residents have a long term health condition or disability 

which is significantly higher than Calderdale overall (18.0%). 

 

Children: Obesity  

8.4% of 4/5 year olds are obese compared to 8.3% in Calderdale overall, however by the 

age of 10/11 the percentage has increased to 20.9% which is higher than Calderdale at 

18.1%. 
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Mortality rate  

Mortality rates, males are expected to live one and a half years less than the Calderdale 

average. Females are expected to live just over a year longer. 

Todmorden has a significantly higher all-cause mortality rate compared to Calderdale overall 

(706 deaths per 100,000 compared to 615 per 100,000) 

 

Geodemographic of Todmorden  

Todmorden has a lower proportion of 5 to 19 year olds compared to Calderdale and higher 

proportion who are aged 55 to 64. 

12.1% of households comprise a lone pensioner, which is similar to Calderdale overall 

Todmorden has a higher excess winter deaths ratio than Calderdale overall (33.6 compared 

to 28.8). 

Using the Output Area Classifications tool which is the only geodemographic tool accredited 

as a National Statistic, we can see the geodemographic of Todmorden. The majority of the 

town is made up of ‘ageing rural flat tenants’. When compared with the parent group there is 

a higher proportion of people who are aged 65 and over, and they live in slightly denser 

populated areas. This is depicted by the green area.  

The darker of the pale pink refers to ‘communal retirement’ the population of this groups 

shows a higher proportion of 90 + and the light pink ‘self-sufficient retired’.  

There also seems to be a high volume of ‘established tech workers’, the population of this 

subgroup is slightly more likely to have Black ethnicity and more likely to be born in the UK 

or Ireland and have non dependent children. This is shown in pink. 

The brown areas relate to ‘white professionals’.  

The yellow is ‘young hard pressed families, households are privately rented, unemployment 

is higher.   

The map below shoes the geodemographic of Todmorden and the latest grants awarded 

from CFFC in the ward (blue circles).  CFFC awards total £91,492 between 2011-2014.  
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Community Consultation  

Q: How would you rate healthy living -for example, life expectancy, levels of chronic disease, 

obesity, substance abuse and smoking, availability of mental health programs, availability of 

health programs and services etc? 

 


