
Growing and campaigning for local food. This 
is our December 2012 bulletin. Do forward to 
a friend.  To subscribe email 
incredibletodnewsletter+subscribe@googlegro
ups.com
Any queries about the newsletter: 
pennya@fsmail.net
(Archive of past newsletters here)

The newsletter is meant to be read online. You 
are welcome to read offline, but links won't  
work without internet connection.

It's the end of the year, near enough, and 
there's Christmas and new year celebrations 
for those who do them. But for all of us food 
growers, our thoughts are turning to seed 
catalogues and what we might grow in 2013, 
new things maybe to try. And fingers crossed, 
of course, for a kinder summer to warm our 
plants; and rain too, but not too much, to 
nourish them. 
So best wishes for a the festive season. Let's 
enjoy these short days at the end of December 
and into January, that are just right for 
dreaming of next year's growing, and the 
bountiful harvest there'll be to share.

Santa Express from Barnsley to Manchester 
stopped for half and hour in Todmorden.

A bit of a Christmas crush

The Penistone Santa Express running from 
Barnsley to Manchester,  stopped in 
Todmorden for half an hour on Sunday 
16th December.

Todmorden folk were out to greet the train 
and its two hundred passengers; there was 
great entertainment from the Three Valleys 
Gospel Choir and the Thurlstone Training 
Brass Band; mulled wine, minced pies and 
wonderful weed fritters by Helena.

Read about the train  here.

And Estelle's blog about the stop in 
Todmorden here.

The day the Santa Express 
stopped in Todmorden

Deputy Mayoress Michaela helping serve 
the weed fritters.

mailto:incredibletodnewsletter+subscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:incredibletodnewsletter+subscribe@googlegroups.com
http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/blogs/incredible-kindness-greets-santa-express
http://www.southpenninesrail.co.uk/
http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/resources/incredibly-viewable-newsletters


We all love a story, but there is no story without a journey. The tea I want to sell creates free 
local organic food by being drunk. But what the flipping heck does that mean? Mary Clear 
sums up ‘Incredible Entwistle Tea’ in 6 words: “Drinking tea for a kinder world.”
I’m experimenting with traceability, and creating new, positive systems – for sustainable 
consumption. The accepted belief is, that tea doesn’t grow in this temperate climate, or at 
least favourite classics like black and green tea. Tea is transported around the world from 
places like the famed tea island of Sri Lanka.

Read the rest of this inspiring story from Adam's blog.

IETea Tasting & Testing

Pam wrote in her blog:

Just had great day at a food policy symposium , City of London University. 
Organised and chaired by Tim Lang, who else?
Not only does it feel more and more that our bit of the incredible jigsaw of life is 
so the right thing for us to be doing, but hearing the messages from Ontario where 
they take food policy seriously, and understand the bottom up approach, I am 
inspired to investigate how we might play our part in getting good old UK to take 
food justice and all that means around a kinder world serious.
It’s starts with people. Not policy, not dosh, people, and what they can do to offer 
an alternative approach.
Behaviour change is a two way street. It’s not just us that needs to live differently, 
but the powers that be who need to work out a different role for themselves in 
supporting us.
Loads of folks get it, but just not enough… Yet.

For sale in The BearTea at the carol concert

Food policy symposium
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News from Incredible Edibles around our region

There are lots of Incredible Edibles round and about. Lots of them are near us in 
Todmorden and we thought we'd have a look at three of them, all in Lancashire. 

  Willow sculpture in the orchard

First stop is Ramsbottom, who say, 'We are a 
community group made up of people of all ages 
and from all walks of life who have come 
together to give Ramsbottom a chance for an 
incredible sustainable future.'

One of their projects is an incredible orchard 
restoration  underway at Holly Mount Orchard. 
Hidden by 6 metre high brambles, heritage 
apples have now been uncovered and 
identified.

Explore Incredible Edible Ramsbottom's 
website here.

From Accrington: 'Our purpose is to reclaim 
unused land for locally grown food such as free 
fruit and vegetables in Hyndburn. We aim to 
bring arts, crafts, literature and many other 
activities to create food growing spaces that are 
fun, learning and pleasurable environments. 
Making these areas enjoyable for all members 
of the community, not just gardeners!'

Projects include a Hyndburn Food Map, and an 
incredible Alice in Wonderland garden.

Find out more from the website here.
  Building raised beds

Planters in Whittaker Park

Incredible Edible Rossendale is another very busy 
group with lots of projects. They have a 2020 vision 
for self sufficiency in the towns of the Rossendale 
Valley. Here is their mission statement:

We aim to encourage residents to grow their own 
produce either on their own land, or, on community 
land tended by IER volunteers.

We aim to educate everyone on the benefits of 
eating fresh food, and, introduce them to foods 
previously alien to them.

We aim to offer locally produced foods through our 
shops thereby increasing business potential, and, 
supporting local trade. Read more here.
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by Estelle in Edible Poetry
Introducing Judy Kendall our new Incredible Poet Laureate

That's it for now. Do stay in touch. Email us at estelle@incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk 
or phone on 01706 815407. We'll be back with our next edition at the end of January.

Incredible Edible Poet

A published poet and translator, Judy has 
a doctorate in the process of poetic 
composition with reference to Edward 
Thomas. She is a lecturer in English at 
the University of Salford, having 
previously taught at the University of 
Gloucestershire and spent nearly seven 
years lecturing at Kanazawa University, 
Japan and is very handy with a spade too.
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