
Growing and campaigning for local food. This 
is our February 2015 bulletin. Do forward to a 
friend.  To subscribe email 
incredibletodnewsletter+subscribe@googlegrou
ps.com
Any queries about the newsletter: 
pennya@fsmail.net
(Archive of past newsletters here)

Shirley writes about the Todmorden Community 
Orchards in her blog.

Seven or eight years ago, Incredible Edible 
Todmorden consulted local residents and planted 
hundreds of fruit trees all over Todmorden so that 
local communities could grow and harvest their own 
fruit, even if they had no outdoor space of their own 
to grow trees. 

As time has passed, many of these communities have 
forgotten or lost touch with the lovely trees just 
around the corner from their homes and their potential
to provide tasty and free fruit each year. 

f you would like to learn how to care for trees in your 
neighbourhood and reap the rewards of your labours 
each Autumn, please contact Shirley on 
shirley830@btinternet.com to find out the location of 
your nearest orchard and to arrange a date for some 
simple training. 

Getting Community Orchards back into
the Community

Orchard Day

Award ceremony

Assistant Chief Constable's Commendation Award Ceremony

Congratulations to Estelle 
Brown, Jenny Coleman, 
Kirsten Fussing and Mary 
Clear who have each 
received an Assistant 
Chief Constable's 
Commendation for the 
incredible work they have 
done in Todmorden. 

See IET's facebook page 
on Feb 10th.
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            Soup for the workers
Read the whole article in 
Estelle's blog.

Sowing chard seeds

Rows of broad beans

First Sunday 2015, seed sowing

February 1st dawned bright and sunny but below 
freezing and stayed that way. Would anyone come 
out on such a bitter day?
We were using the AquaGarden’s polytunnel to bring
on our plants for the new season, it is less than ten 
minutes from my front door so I toddle off expecting
it to be just Jenny and myself, but I was very wrong.
Incredible volunteers are made of sterner stuff. 

There were plenty of jobs to be done, Jenny and 
Elaine set about getting a layer of straw on top of the
horse manure making up a hot bed, others were 
sowing seeds – chard and broad beans. Elaine and Jenny top up the hot bed

When the work was finished, it was time to repair to the AquaGarden kitchen for mugs of Jenny’s delicious 
hot soup. Warm and full of soup, we set about cleaning up our mess wending our weary way home from the 
hill.

When the Temporary Chief Constable of West Yorkshire Dee 
Collins came to visit Todmorden we were absolutely delighted 
to meet her and the new police inspector for our region Rachel 
Bairstow and Sergeant Bob Saxon who took over from 
Sergeant Michael Bowden on his retirement and of course 
Todmorden stalwart Constable Ryan Stockton. 

Read the rest of the article in Estelle's blog.

Temporary Chief Constable Dee Collins
visits IET
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Incredible Edible goes to China

Lindsay Smales, Incredible Edible's place making lead, recently visited Hong Kong at the invitation of 
Make a Difference (Asia).   Read about the incredible visit  at Lindsay's first blog,   second blog and third
blog. Here is a taster of what Lindsay did:

The innovative Make a Difference (MaD) Asia organisation  (  www.mad.asia) have invited Incredible 
Edible Todmorden to participate in their 2015 Forum. This takes place in Hong Kong during the last 
weekend in January and engages with 1,300 young people, or ‘change makers’, in reimagining ‘ways to 
reorganise society and our lives with creativity, and solidarity… and how we can build greater resilience
towards the economic, social and ecological challenges of our time, and how we can innovate new 
systems with sharing, respect for one another and other species, and sustainability as our modus 
operandi’ 

Under this year’s theme of the ‘Village Reimagined’ I will be giving a presentation to around 800 
people gathered together in a theatre in the Kowloon area and helping to run two workshops alongside a
local artist and an existing HK based group called ‘Time to Grow’. 
The aim of the workshops is to create a ‘Temporary Incredible Edible Neighbourhood’ in the area 
immediately surrounding the Forum Venue. 
To this end a local event entitled ‘MaD and the Beanstalk’ was held before Christmas, in which local 
residents planted seeds in specially designed pots.......

Seed sowing

And now it's plantedLovely pots

 I facilitated two workshops with the lovely Andrew Tsui from ‘Time to Grow’ urban farmers 
www.timetogrow.uk, for some of the 1,300 students attending the three-day event.
Entitled ‘The Incredible Edible Spaces Hunt’, this saw around 100 delegates working in groups and 
being given wooden pots made out of recycled palettes, each of which contained a seedling. They then
had to explore the urban neighbourhood around the MaD Forum venue, seeking out possible growing 
spaces and locations. ….....We then reviewed their photographs of potential growing sites and had a 
lively discussion as to what, in their city, might constitute the most appropriate Incredible Edible 
spaces. This is in the context of one of the most densely developed urban environments on the planet –
a settlement which has very high levels of atmospheric pollution and within which you really can get 
arrested for growing vegetables without permission. We thereby created a ‘virtual’ ‘Temporary 
Incredible Edible Hong Kong Garden’. 
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That's it for now. Do stay in touch. Email us at estelle@incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk or phone
on 01706 815407. We'll be back with our next edition at the end of March. 

March & April Events

Talk on Vegetative Propagation

Calder Valley Organic Gardeners Monthly Meeting takes place at 
the Good Shepherd Centre, Royal Fold, Mytholmroyd on Thursday 
5th March at 7.30pm when a there will be a talk on Vegetative 
Propagation by Sim Cramer.

Entry is £2.00 for non-members. Further information can be found
at www.cvog.org or by phoning 01422 846173

Could Yorkshire Feed itself?

A debate on Thursday 19th March, 6.00pm for tea/coffee, 
then 6.30pm to 8.00pm at  Norcroft Building, University of 
Bradford. Part of British Science Week.

Could Yorkshire pioneer sustainable self-sufficient 
agriculture fit for Yorkshire and fit for the future?  With  Les 
Firbank, Professor Sustainable Agriculture; Geof Tansey, 
Professor, Food Systems Academy; Cleckheaton farmer, 
Malcolm Fewster; Lindsay Smales and Hilary Wilson from 
Incredible Edible Todmorden; Chris Bem, Health Ecologist.

For more details see flyer here

Advance notice of 
Todmorden Folk Festival
in April. 

For more information, 
see Tod Folk Festival
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