


 

 
 

 

 
There are lots of different ways for you to           
walk around Todmorden.  

This route is a tour of the Incredible Edible 
Todmorden growing sites.  

We grow fruit, vegetables and herbs all 
around the town for anyone to share. Look 
for the stars * near each number on our map 
for the exact locations.  

And of course you can use our map to plan 
your own route, stopping off at one of 
Todmorden’s interesting shops, excellent 
cafes, restaurants and pubs, going for a walk 
around Centre Vale Park or wandering 
around the market and our Market Hall.  

Now that spring is creeping up on us things 
change quickly, but you may still see some 
winter hardy vegetables on your tour. Some 
beds will have new crops sprouting, others 
are hiding seeds and some still waiting until 
the weather is ready for more tender plants.  

Whilst on your walk, keep a look out for 
bug houses and bird boxes, information 
panels on bees, and lots of colourful signs 
and paintings commissioned from local 
artists. 

1.  At the Railway Station on the Leeds 
platform (Platform 2) you will find lots of 
planters full of herbs for commuters to 
gather fresh herbs for their evening meal.  

In the car park is a permanent rhubarb bed 
and some hardy kale and flower sprouts.  

2.  Welcome to the Butterfly Garden. 
Nothing for us to eat but lots of nectar-rich 
plants for bees and bugs of all kinds to 
thrive on – and a range of specialist hotels 
for them. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

3.  Built in 2016 these beds are planted with 
various currant bushes and edged with pinks 
(which have edible flowers). A fine sight in 
the summer when in full blossom.  

The beds are covered in weed-suppressant 
fabric and gravel to prevent weeds growing, 
and reduce maintenance. 

4.  Outside the Community College our 
year-old beds are attracting a lot of 
attention. Higher and narrower than the old 
ones and with gravel paths, they take a lot 
less time and effort to plant up and maintain.  

There are some winter hardy oriental 
vegetables here, as well as perpetual 
spinach. 

5.  Centre Vale Park – which is not part of 
the Incredible Edible Todmorden growing 
scheme – is worth a visit if you have time.  

It has an interesting history and is a lovely 
place for a walk with wildflower meadows, 
woods, and a children’s playground. And ice 
cream vans. 

6.  The Incredible Herb Garden was the first 
public land planted by Incredible Edible 
Todmorden. The Boxing Day floods in 
2015, saw it under two feet of water, so it 
was redesigned and restocked in 2016 and is 
no growing well. 

7.  The Job Centre planters are maintained 
by local residents who choose what to grow. 

8.  Our Police Station is famous, with our 
friendly officers and photogenic crops 
featuring in many magazines worldwide. 
These beds will be rebuilt in 2017, higher 
and narrower so they are easier to maintain. 
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On the way back into town you will pass for 
the second time under a railway viaduct 
built by George Stephenson in 1840. 

9.  Our Market Hall planters are planted 
with herbs to accompany the produce 
you’ve bought in the market for your dinner.  

And then there’s Pollination Street – not on 
any town map, but developed as part of our 
Bee Friendly campaign.  

10.  The Hippodrome Theatre planters are 
being repaired and will be replanted in 2017.  

11.  The Health Centre has a car park lined 
with our fruit trees and bushes. 

On the right-hand side of the building is an 
unlocked gate by the centre’s wall, and 
through there you will find the Incredible 
Edible Todmorden Apothecary Garden. 

This is full of traditional medicinal herbs 
planted in themed beds, such as Skin Care, 
First Aid and the Witches Heal bed. 

Look out for information signs and the more 
detailed leaflets kept in leaflet holders on the 
way in (please replace them in the leaflet 
holder before leaving). 

If you go into the supermarket car park 
beyond the Apothecary Garden there are 
steps up to the canal. Turn right along the 
towpath, checking out the bee fact panels.  

Following the Boxing Day floods of 2015, 
we have embarked on a two year project to 
help restore and improve the canal side, 
developing planting areas for attractive 
edible and bird- and insect-friendly plants.  

We also commissioned local artist Jake 
Blanchard to paint the colourful signs you’ll 
see, featuring plants and wildlife. 

12.  At the Lever Street car park we have a 
number of small beds, with herbs, fruit trees 
and bushes and some vegetables. 

 

13.  Keep going along the canal, and near 
the horse tunnel – still used by walkers and a 
horse-towed barge kept on the canal by the 
horseboating trust – is a willow bee-hive.  

During 2017 the bed next to the beehive will 
be replanted with ‘Edimentals’ – attractive 
ornamental plants with often surprising 
culinary uses.  

14.  Go through the horse tunnel and by the 
guillotine lock you can see the Incredible 
Edible Todmorden mural, painted in 2015 
by local artist Joanna Drake. 

15.  You are now at the first ever Incredible 
Edible Todmorden Food to share plot, Mary 
Clear’s garden. 

In 2008 she sacrificed her beloved roses and 
without realising it started what has become 
an international movement.  

There are now over 100 Incredible Edible 
projects in the UK and over 700 worldwide, 
and it all started here. 

16.  Todmorden Town Hall is a Grade l 
listed building that was half in Yorkshire 
and half in Lancashire until the boundaries 
were changed on 1st January 1888. 

Maybe now is a good time to check out the 
stalls at the Market Hall, or visit one of our 
lovely cafes, restaurants and pubs? 

Thank you for your interest in Incredible 
Edible Todmorden.  

Enjoy the rest of your visit, come and see us 
again, and please tell your friends about our 
Incredible town. 
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