
Growing and campaigning for local food. 
Here's our January 2010 bulletin. 
Do forward to a friend.  To subscribe or if you have trouble reading this, email 
alanpmcd@googlemail.com 
 

A time for building - It's been a touch snowy Todmorden way. Perhaps it has been with you too. Really, 
it has? Well, and it being winter anyway you may have noticed we have been driven to writing articles 
about what to do when you can't plant (subtitled 'Don't go stir crazy when it snows'). But rest assured 
we've been busy. Grower Nick resorted to building an entire greenhouse: here are the before (left) and 
after (right) pictures to prove it. And here's the blog with more in-between pictures. Actually Your Editor 
was moved to make a personal 
inspection just before compiling 
this newsletter, and can confirm 
that the after picture no longer 
does the construction justice, for 
it's already packed with seedlings 

of leeks, kale, leeks, leeks, and a few leeks. But no leaks - the rainwater is 
running off into butts from the roof.  

A time for spreading the word - Michael Portillo's visit to the town (no 
that's not him below) on his tv train ride finally made it to the screen with 
plenty of mentions for us. This coming Saturday we're helping to spread the word in Northallerton. Meanwhile local activists in Rossendale and 
Clitheroe are continuing to work at variations on the Incredible Edible model and sent us news - we're always happy to hear from like-minded 
groups, send us pics and words any time!  

Further afield we think Brighton rocks, for the local Council there with Harvest Brighton are partly crediting our 
example in their drive to get shared food-growing on Council land. Abroad we had a long letter from Lillooet 
Canada where their Food Matters campaign has lots of parallels to us (except for their predators, as pictured 
left).  

And take a look when you have a moment to reflect on what IET co-founder and eco-teacher Paul Clarke 
brought back in the way of ideas from a visit to Beijing and Adelaide - a message of radical hope. 

A time for eggs - and chickens - Any time of year is time for eggs. Pauline Mullarkey has been giving our 
Every Egg Matters campaign a boost with updated information and more coverage, including a map, in the 
Todmorden News. There are 32 local producers and rising. See the news about coverage here, and check out 
the Google map here.  

 
New volunteer and supporter Debbie has been recording 
her experiences in trying to progress from incubator via 
chicken back to egg - with the help of Practical Poultry and 
lots of hi-tech devices. That's one on the left, the patent 
Chick Development Unit. OK so it bears a passing 
resemblance to a cast-off-by-Morrison's banana box, 
but...Well, get the full story about how to progress from 
incubator to handsome Harry (see right) at the blog here.  

A time for adopting - But you don't have to adopt live 
chickens to be IncrEdibly involved. You may remember we 
asked for adopters for eleven raised beds to grow food for 
sharing around Ferney Lee Old People's Home. Well, 
eleven adopters came forward. There will be more raised beds around town, so contact Nick 

here if you're game to look after the care and maintenance of a small veg patch.  

A time for cooking - This month's historical recipes from Rachael don't have a veggie option, sorry about that: just Beef Loaf from 1925, and 
some timeless advice from 1956 about how to cook husbands. (Oh, well, we added gluten-free Snow Cake to accommodate those who find 
husbands just too tough)  

A time for learning - Clifford Cain of the Northern Fruit group gave a day-long course on pruning 
(pictured left) at Ferney Lee School. Check out the blog for the tremendous amount everyone learned. 
Therell be a course on grafting on 7th of March, but booking is essential, contact Nick if you want to 
come.  

And we need bees but bees need help. Paul Clarke has arranged for a one-day course in bee-
keeping on April 24th and 28th. Check out the full details here, or email Paul direct here.  

A time for getting organised - Meetings bloody meetings, yeh, I've still got that badge somewhere, 
'Tomorrow we must get organised'. But tomorrow does come around. So we've been taking the winter 
opportunity to start a regular pattern of meetings - both of the local campaigning group, and of 
Incredible Edible Todmorden Ltd, which is a joint organisation with Todmorden High School. See the 

Tod News report about Calderdale Council providing land for the 'food hub' that's planned at the school here.  

A time for fish - That food hub is part-based on aquaponics (making food that's not just fish from fish). Because of our 
enthusiasm for the idea, we've been hearing from more than one aquaponics enthusiast. Here's an email from some 
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people in Manchester who've been doing it on a bus: no kidding, that's a picture of their upper deck on the right. And 
here's news of a Trafford Eco-House. These are examples of potential sustainability in action, folks: watch this space for 
more :) 

A time just for planting - Yes, thank goodness it's time for that too. In February there'll be more raised beds around town; a host of fruit bushes 
arriving, mostly for around the Health centre; 250 trees, mostly apple, for our orchards; compost for our spuds patch; leeks leeks and leeks, did we 
mention leeks earlier? And on top of all this, spearheaded by our local Acorn Centre (here's the news item announcing it), we'll be helping plant 
jobs from the Futures Jobs Fund. Up to nine workers on six-month contracts are expected next month to start work on Incredible Edible 
Todmorden projects, providing training for the workers, a real boost to the local economy - while growing food for everyone to share.  

A time for listening - Mon Feb 1st, BBC Radio 4 at 9 pm and Thurs Feb 4th at 1:30 pm. 'The New Diggers' on the programme 'Costing the Earth' 
will include extensive interviews with IET campaigners. Read about their visit to us here.  

Do stay in touch.  Email us at iet_hothouse@btinternet.com or phone 01706 815407.  We'll be back with our next edition at the end of 
February. 
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