
Growing and campaigning for local food. 
Here's our February 2010 bulletin. 
Do forward to a friend.  To subscribe or if you have trouble reading this, email 
alanpmcd@googlemail.com 
 

The kindness of food. 'To survive a future different world, we need to be kinder, warmer, more 
generous. Food is our Trojan horse, eating together is just one way in which we can start to smudge 
the edges, blur the boundaries between young and old, black and white. We use food to talk, to 
share history, culture and kindness. We use good food, holy food, food steeped in myth and ritual...' 

Read more of Mary Clear's moving words here as she reflected on what Incredible Edible 
Todmorden means to her, inspired by a coming together (pictured left) in Todmorden in honour of 
Holocaust Memorial Week with food from our own Nick and Helena. And read about our joint 
planting with Tod Library of a memorial cherry and an apricot tree, with locals including members of 
the Jewish community.  

Inspirational speaking. We can't always capture in the 
newsletter or on the Web (except in video snatches, try our home-grown media archive, give it a moment to 
load) how our campaign, reaching out to Todmorden and way, way beyond now, is stoked and fired and 
enflamed by the inspirational speaking of founders Pam Warhurst, Nick Green and Mary Clear. They're funny, 

they're moving, they don't mince words. So it's good to have 
the flavour of Mary's voice on the website again here, giving a 
glimpse of her amazingly busy life. And she can't even 
squeeze in a mention of the fact that she has a regular job as 
well. How does she do it? (That's Mary on the right in her very 
public garden being wired for sound on a recent visit by the 
Beeb; on the left, the local fire crew plant a tree for the cameras of the same 'Country Tracks' 
programme)  

Way way beyond - The Incredible word is spreading like muck, good muck we mean. There 
are Muckers in Northallerton who make compost for the community, the start of something in 
Accrington (power to your trowel Katie), Newly Delightful developments Debbie has blogged 
about from Blackshaw Head from beer to beetroot, a Big Dig and more in Ramsbottom -and 

further afield possible inspiration from 'the Yorkshire market town of Todmorden' for taking over publicly-owned land in Ludlow, as the local 
Advertiser reports, and for local egg campaigning in the New Forest. Oh, but spare a thought for poor Simon from New Zealand, who visited us in 
January and has written up his experience. Now back home he's having to endure temperatures of 25 
to 30 degrees - that's Centigrade, folks - while we've been basking in snow wind and ice.  

Don't mention leeks. Drat, there's another New Year's resolution 
down the tubers. Still, no news about leeks this month but plenty of 
rhubarb rhubarb rhubarb. Those are crowns, on the left, ready for 
potting not putting on monarchs. As Nick says in his blog here: we 
paid good money for something that looks like that? Ah, but wait till 
the growing season. Meanwhile that stuff like Nick's old beard on the 
right is apple rootstock. That'll help make our orchards grow. Plus the 
250 trees we took delivery of earlier in the month: check out the 
details.  

Future Jobs start here - Below left is our team of Environmental 
workers on the Futures Job Fund scheme, on their first day of potting 
and planting some of those crowns, trees and hopes. No doubt they'll 
soon be helping with our own orchard at the Health Centre: did you 
hear about the national NHS Forest? If not read about it here. Let's make every Health Centre and hospital food 

and veg friendly! 

Our workers are employed by the local Acorn Centre for six months, so they should be able to see a season through from seed to shrub. A 
landmark day!  

Some learning reminders - We hope the team will 
learn plenty from working with us, as we will in having 
paid workers for the first time. Meanwhile here are 
some learning reminders from last month's newsletter. 
There'll be a course on grafting on 7th of March, but 
booking is essential, contact Nick if you want to come.  

And we need bees but bees need help. Paul Clarke 
has arranged for a one-day course in bee-keeping on 
April 24th and 28th. Check out the full details here, or 
email Paul direct here.  

A historical recipe or two for March - Check out 
onion tart, cheese scones, and a little something to 
cure any toothache they cause. Browse the rest of the 
History section while you're there.  

Beware of Minnie - Hm, who's that lovely furry 
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strokeable creature on the right? Do not be deceived. 
This creature is dangerous, say nine out of Pauline's 

thirteen egg-producers. At least, they would say that if they were still around to tell the tale. That's Minnie the Mink-x. Read the sad story here, 
unless you're a hen: for you it would be just too painful.  

Do stay in touch.  Email us at iet_hothouse@btinternet.com or phone 01706 815407.  If you're local maybe we'll see you at the Made in 
Tod events this weekend. We'll be back with our next edition at the end of March. 
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