
Growing and campaigning for local food. 
Here's our May 2010 bulletin. Yes, we do know it's June, sorry it's late. 
Do forward to a friend.  To subscribe or if you have trouble reading this, email 
alanpmcd@googlemail.com 
 

 
'Hello and Happy Springtime 

I am writing you from Montreal, Quebec, in Canada. The 
video of you...in Todmorden talking about your town's 
initiative has changed my life. I am working in our little 
borough of Wesmount now to bring about some of the 
change as you have in your town.' 

Read more about that here. You 
know, this incredible edible idea 
of ours has changed many 
people's lives: just read a few 
more accounts this month about 
people from Doncaster to 
Ghana, Machynnleth to New Zealand, Derry to Hebden 
Bridge and a Plurelity of Europeans who came for a visit. 
How extraordinary is that? (No we didn't mis-spell 'plurelity') 
Eat your streets, as they now say in Whalley Range. Heck 
that's as good a name for a campaign as ours don't you 
think?  

And now we've won the Lottery! No we didn't buy any tickets. We put in a bid. Not just us on our 
own, we're in what business-folk call a consortium with Todmorden High School and the Green 
Business network. The award is for £494,785. No, that's not a comma in the wrong place, nearly 
half a million. With that money together we'll create a Food Hub, centred on an aquaponics centre 
where food can be produced in a sustainable way at the school, for the school and the community, 
together with a food inspirer to make everything hang together. There's a news account here. 
Congratulations to all who've put so much work into the bid over the 
months, nay years, especially our own co-founder Pam Warhurst.  

Healthy blossoms. It's 
hard to keep pace with 
the amount of growing 
that's going on around 
town. At the Health 
Centre the fruit trees 
that replaced the 
original landscape work 
are in blossom, the 
apothecary's garden is 
planted and every time your Editor passes along the neighbouring canal 
towpath something else is prettier or taller be it rhubarb or strawberry 
or herbs he doesn't know the name of. Our Acorn action team have been 
very busy, though there's still time for an occasional practice for the 
new Olympic sport of rhubarb racing (see right).  

  

 
Where sheep may safely graze 
(without eating our spuds) - 

Check out the growing blogs: Rambling Nick Rumpole reports that IET has 
created 95 new growing spaces, and he has pictures of most of them to prove it 
(keep an eye on the oodles of pictures in our gallery if you don't believe us). 
Earlier in the month up at Gorpley quick work was required to separate sheep 
from spud, see here. And at our own hub at Ferney Lee old peoples' home a 
zillion things are growing. That's just a sample of the produce on the right.  

 
Doing their own thing. You'll also find 
on the website a host of reports from 
IET volunteers about their own gardens 
and ideas. New volunteer Jenny is one 
of the leaders of the idea of branching 
out into bees. (Or should that be hiving 
off?)  

Lynne is Head of Tod Business Association and a keen gardener and hen-
keeper. Read here about her bank holiday musings: and how she combined 
some of her own walnuts left over from last year with a surplus of parsley for a 
yummy pesto (pictured left).  
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Holly's garden is looking a treat: 
that's some of her swiss chard on 
the right.  

And busy woman Mary still tends to 
her lovely propaganda garden in the 
middle of Tod in the 25th hour of her 
day. Read about that and what else 
she's been up to here. That's her 
morello on the left.  

 

Do stay in touch.  Email us at iet_hothouse@btinternet.com or phone 01706 815407. Next edition at the end of June. Don't forget the 
Tod Show on 19th of June. And check our home page for the first event of our Summer Food festival on 2/3 July  
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